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Greetings from the Secretariat.
What does July signify? A search of the internet shows symbolism speaking to boldness, legality and outdoor adventures; joy, contentment and a  great deal of fun in the sun. Spiritually, it speaks to “dedication to the Precious Blood”.  July was named in honour of Julius Ceasar and is known as the month of divine rest, release and completion.  It was originally known as Quintilus and was his birth month.  It was re-named “July” when he died. For NAJ the significance of the month speaks to our birth. The NAJ, formerly (JGTNA) began July 19, 1946, 789 years ago.  We proudly celebrate Founders Day and as such have chosen to celebrate Nurses Week in July.  This year we celebrate under the theme; “Our Nurses. Our Future”. The Economic Power of care. I implore all members to participate in Nurses Week 2024 both locally and/or nationally.  Make plans within your facilities and plan at least one activity highlighting nurses. Paulo Coelho posited  “When we strive to become better than we are, everything around us becomes better too.” Let us choose to have a great nurses week this year and remember whatever you do, do it to the best of your ability.

For Your Information
Jamaica in its bid to tackle poverty, developed the National Policy on Poverty (NPP) and National Poverty Reduction Programme (NPRP) in 2017. The NPP has 2 policy goals:-
i) Eradicating extreme (food) poverty by 2022 and 
ii) ii) reducing the national poverty prevalence to less than 10% by 2030.  There have been setbacks, and statistically the country target is back on track.  Supportive statistics include:-
· Poverty rate doubled to 24.6% in 2013
· Poverty rate approximately 21% in 20220
· 2021, 16.7% of the Jamaican population lived below the poverty line
· Agriculture and tourism are considered low productivity service centre
· Outmigration of highly educated and skilled individuals continue to provide a steady export of human capital to other countries
· International remittances and  redistribution play an important role in keeping Jamaicans out of poverty.
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  [image: ]          Save the Date!
· July 14-20 	    -  National Nurses Week
· August 21	    -   Annual Fun Day
· September 17 -18 – Presidential Election Days	
· September 27-28 –  CNMF conference – Malta
· October 10-13     – AGM/IC –Moon Palace
· October 20-26     – CNO Conference – Guyana
· June 2025            – ICN, Helsinki


                                    Motivational Corner
“Your self worth is determined by you.  You don’t have to depend on someone telling you who you are”. - Beyonce
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Did you Know?
Geneva is the second most populous place in Switzerland and the most populous of the French speaking Nomandy.  They host the highest number of International Organizations in the world.  They have a population of 203,951 (2020) persons and is the Capital of the Carton of Geneva.  It is a global city, a financial centre and a worldwide center for diplomacy due to the presence of numerous international Organizations to included UN, ICRC and IFRC of the Red Cross.  It is also known as the ‘peace capital’ ranked as one of the 10 most liveable cities in the world.
Activities

· July 3	- Executive Meeting
-Nurse Practitioners National Seminar
· July 6	- Combined 3rd Quarterly General and Island Council
               Meetings
· July 7	-  Health care workers Appreciation National Church
                Service
· July 8	- Property Management and Publicity and Public
               Relations Committee Meetings
· July 10	-  School Nurse Special Interest Group Conference
· July 14 – 20	National Nurses Week
· July 14	- Church Service – Spaldings NTCOG Cathedral
· July 16-17- Annual Gertrude Swaby  Lecture and Summer
                 School
· [bookmark: _GoBack]July 19	-  Terra Nova all Suites Hotel
· July 20	-  NOY/NSOY Awards Ceremony – The Summit 
                Business Centre
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UNITED IN SERVI CE.
Dawn-Marie Richards
July 2024
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